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EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON M.ITERS OF COMMON
POLITIC.L.CONCERN

(Proposgl by the Political Working Group)

AV their meeting held on 19th larch, 1951, the Council
_Deputies_instructed the Politiecal Working Group tc study the
question of procedurc to be followed in future diccussions and
t0 put forward »roposals for consideration by the Council
Deputies‘(Summary Record D-R(51)22, Ttem III).

I. Qbject of Exchange of views on Poclitical Guestions

2. Under their terms of reference the Council Deputies
are autherized to "exchanse views on political matters of common
interest within the scope of the Treaty™. The Deputics'
discussion of political questions should serve th¢ fdllowing
mein purposes:
() tc provide an informal means of exchanging information
and points of view on political matters of conmon interest
within the scope of the Treaty. Examples of this tyse of
Giscussion were the Deputies! recent exchanges of views on
conditions in Yugoslavia and the satellite states;
(b) to orovide a summary of this éxchange of information
which will show the points on which there are commen views
and those on which viewsdifler;
(¢) to provide a channel for inter-—governmental
consultation on political questions of cormon concern within
the scope of the Treaty. Such questioﬁs mipht elither be
provosed by agreement of the Deputies themselves, or might
Te taken up at the request of one or more of the NAT
governnents, Examples of such consultaticic are the
recent regucest Lfrom the United 3States Goverament for an

/expression
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II.

expression of views by the cther NAT Governments with

respecﬁ to ¥nited States assiétance te Yugeslavia, and the
discussions on the question of Berlin security. Such
Ccnsultation might also refer to matters of common

conéérn to NATO as a whole, which might be under discussion
elsewhere cn a tripartite or quadra-vartite basis; |

(d) where appropriate, as a result of such consultation,

to make recommendations to governments for specific acticn.

an example‘of this is the resolution which was aprroved Ly the
Deputies as a result of the discuscions on Berlin security.

Present Procedure

3. The procedure which has normelly been followed in these

discussions has consisted of six stages:-

(a) selection of topic;

(v) discussion by the Deputies;
(¢) preparation of a draft summary by the 3ccretariat;
(4) consideration and omendments of the draft summary

by the Working Group;

(e) consideration of their resulting report by Governments.

(£) approvel; and wherc appropriate, further discuss on
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1IT. Zwowesal forrevised procedure

-

The Working Grouy suggests tnat the following =»rocedure be
followed in the discussion of political guestions:

(&) Choice of questions fer discussion.

The Working Group is of the opinion that it is for the

Deputies themselves to decide which questions c¢f genera

 policy shouléd pe discussed.

(b) Exact delimitation of questions fer scussion.

The Working Group considers that 1t would frequently be
advisable that topics“chosen by the Deputies for a subsecguent

exchange of views should be the subject of a preliminary

survey with a view to deliniting in cdvance the scope of the

~J

discunsion and bringing out t.e points worth special attention.

This preliminary survey shoulld normelly be entrusted to

ct

a Wdrking Group; In approvriate cases, however, the Council
Deputiea may desizgnatc one or several Delegations, or one of the
”special ﬁmﬁStht#ft@ the Chailrman, to undertake this taék.

(¢) Aifter a convenient lapse of time to enable Deputies to
consult their»Gpvernments,_discussion of the topic by the
COﬁncil béputies on the vasis of the conclusions ofvthe preliminary
survey carried oui on the lines described in paragraph (b) above;

(d) Drafting an Agreed Minute on the outcome of the
discussion.

This task shduld nermelly fall to the Werking Group, which

should work on the basis of thc Draft Minutes prepared by the

secercioriat of the Organization, or by one of the '"Special

S assistootst to the Chairman.

(e) Considﬁration of their resulting report by Governments; -
(£) 4poroval and, where aporopiriate, further discussion

by the Deputies.
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