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SECRET .
MPSB(50)13 (Ltr) copy No.__136

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION
MILITARY PRODUCTION AND SUPPLY BOARD
15, Chesham Place

London, SW 1
30 Merch 1950
Subject: Standardization
To: Che irman, '
Militery C-mmittee.
1, There is transmi*ted herewith MPSB(50)13(Revised) "Standardization”,

which was considered and epproved by the North Atlant.c Military Production
and Sup; ly Bosrd et Its seconi (1st 1950) meeting held om 24 Merch 1950
at The Hague,

2, Subject cocument is forwarded in accordance with decision cf
the Boerd at the said meeting. Particuler attention is invited to the
recomméndations and requests contained in peragrerh 4.

~ THOMAS E. DRUIM, Jr,
Szcretary
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NORTH_ATLANTIC MILITARY PPODUCTION AND SUPPLY ROARD
STANDARD IZATION

(Note by the Secretary)
The following documcnt wmes considered and aporoved by the North Atlentic
Military Prnduction and Supply Bosrd st its second reeting {1at 1950
rmeeting) keld on 24 Msrch at The Eapue,

Twe Bosrd further sgreed that this Docurent as adopted be forwarded to the
Wilitary Committee,

THOMAS F. TRUR, Jr,

Secretary
STAYDARDIZATION
Note by_the U, S, Delegation

1, The North Atlentis Defense Committee directive to the Military
Production eand Supply Boa-d includes "the promotion of rore efficient rmethods
for producing militars equipment 8nd of the standardization of perts and
end-praocucts of military equipment,®

2, The complexity of the problem of stancdardization indicates that if
propress is tc be made in the field, s perticulsr segmert of the whole must
be manved ~ut snd srtion sterted initially on that rather limited hesis,

On dezisiongs »ith raspact to standardizetion ¢f end items rest cectsions on
standerdizetion of spere perts and, to sore extent, of rethods of production,
Decisions on stancardization of messurerents also rest, at least in part.

on deci;ions mith respect to stendardization of end prnducts. It fe, thore-
fore, considered that the first attack should be 7n standerdizetion of eond
products, Fven this field, however, represents too broed ard complicated

a front to attacv without furtler breskdown,

3. It is su;/;ested tha*t for tre initial attack on the probler, end
products te broken down into such iters as srmell arms, certain types of
electronics equiprent, and genersl purpose vehicles, upon vhich agreement
could be most easily reached. If the military hodles could agree on certain
items in the soove catepories, the way would be paved for stendardization
and for coordinsved snd integreted productien o1’ those iterms. It should be
erphagized that without standardization decisions any progress toward
integration of preduction vill he limited.

L. As suppested above, the decisions rith regerd to the standardizstion
of items is necessarily a militsry cne. It is recommended, however, that
the "ilitary Production and Supply Board take the following steps:

a, Express to the Military Commitiee its deep concern over the
problemg of standardization and the necessity for some prosress
to be made in stendardizetion if production of end preducts is
to be integrated and the best use be made of asvailable vro-
ductive resources.

>
L]

Recormend that avpropriate procedures be established in
militery bodies rhereby sgreerent on standardization cen be
réached.
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. Recomrend thet the Standing Group select end agree on certain
items in the categories rentioned above, or in other cetegories,
and advise the Military Production and Supply Board of its
decision,

/="

Direc. the Permanent Torking Staff to select certain ilters in
the deficiency lists submitted by the Pact natjons:

(1) which sppear rost readily rusceptible of standarcization,

(?) *he stancerdizaticn of which sre most lirely to lead to
economy through inlegration end coordination of production,

(3) the stendsrcizatinn of which »ill .end to s‘mplify the stpply -
problem, perticularly with respect to ipere perts.

(4) the standasrdizstion of which is li%ely to perrmit imuroved
methocs of production most reesdily.

£+ Recommend to the ¥ilitury Committee that items selected in ¢
above in edjition to the action ta¥ea In : ahove be considered
in its deliberstions on standarcization.





