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CONMMITTLLE ON INFORMATION AND CULTURAL RELATIONS

NORTH ATLANTIC FESTIVAL

Note by the Director of Information

At its meeting on 10th Januery, 1956, the Committee
invited the Secrctariat to study the question of a North Atlantic
Festival more fully and to prepare a detailed paper on the subject.
This has now tecen doiie and the Information Division, when the
Committee met on 1lLth February, was thus able to make a verbal
statement the gist of wnich, with certain aadvtions, is given in
this memorandumn,

2. First, the Committeé's attention must be drawn to a new
and immortant cGevelopment which occurred in February. It is of
a kind calculated greatlv to facilitate immlementation of the
project since it would considerably reduce the outlay. The
French FForeign Ministry, wiich supports the project and is anxious
for it to be carried out, having contacted the Ministry of National
D:efence, the latter nas Jjust announced that it is rcady to back =
North Atlantic Festivel, to the full, and has moreover gstated that
its backing will in all probebility, take the following practical
form:

(a) morovision of accommodation and board for forcign
contingents taking part in the Festival: for
about 500 to 6500 men;

(v) placing at the disposal of NATO of the "Nuits
de 1'Arméc" technicians for organizing and
wutting the finishing tcouches to the display.

3. This offer, which allays the concern expressed by several
delegautions, will naturally greatly lighten the financial burden
which would otherwisc have to bc bornc by the countries taking
pert in this Pestivel, since cxpeniditure would be reduced to the
travelling expenses of thelir contingents,

L. Whilc thesc nbgotiationc were procceding with the
Ministry of hatvonul DcTLnCL, the Information Division again
contactced the "Nuits dc 1'Armée" technicians with the following
result,

5. Date ¢of Festival - In vicw of the time nceeded to organize
the Festival, assuming thet the Committec approves the »rinciplce
of the project without delay, the Festival could ve held at the
cnd of Octover or bogiiming of Novemoer, 1956.

+ AC/52-R/L5, item IV.
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6. Progrzime - [he Festival programme should include about
12 to 1L items, more thsn one of which could, 1f necessery, be put
cn by contingents belonging te a single meiiber country.
Perticipotion by all the countries is therefore not essential,

If possible, there should be several military bands.

The following well-known displays illustrate the kind
f enterteinment which, according to the techniciens, would
ertoinly be populear:

(z) the Naval Field Gun competition by the Royal Navy
bchools;

(b) & marcn-past by a Scottish unit to the music of
tne pipers;

(¢) a demonstretion by the Belgian Gendarmerie's
trained police dogs;

(d) Changing of the Guard by the Royal Canadian North-—
West Mounted Police (the "HMounties") even with
nunbers reduced, for instance, to 24 horsemen;
the rncrses might be lent by the Garde Républicaine.
ficcording to l'r. Castans, this display would be
very populur

(e) [ demonstrotion of an "assault course' similar to
the one given for the "Nuits de 1l'Armée" which, in
this case, night ta ce the form of a competition
betiween teams of dif'ferent naticnalities.

These are merely suggestions intended to show that, in
the opinion of the technicians, it is not necessary to use a large
number of men or to obtain the assistance of units from all
membker countries, Not more then 500 to 600 participants, including
officers, would be requircd. 1

T Interest of project - Explenations of why a show such &s
the Ncrth Atlentic Festivel would serve NATO interests are given
in documents AC/52-D/131 cnd [C/52-D/1L3, It is mercly necessary
te peint out cgoin in the pres ent note that the "Nuits de 1l'Armée"
have become increasingly repular and financielly successful over

the lest thrce ycars, For instance, the net prorits from the

”IULUQ de 1'aArmée" were Frs. 1,000,000 in 1Q52 ¥rs. 5,000,000 in
1853, ¥rs. 30,000,000 in 1950 apd Frs. 15,000, OOO in 1955. The
fell in prefits least year is due to the fact that the display at
Lycons hud to be concelled wt the last noment, The proceeds shown
above went to an Jirny choarity. Public opinion is obviously in
favour of this use of the wmoney since this makes the display an
occasion for unselfish and generous support,

It should not be forgotten, however, that the success of
the North .\tlantic Festivel depends pPlanlly on its being a show
and a good one at that; only the gquality of the display will
attract a wide public, though it is obvious that the programme
nrd, even more the spoken commentary, will easily enable the desired
aim of influencing public opinion in favour of N0, to be eosily
sclicved,

The following is on instance of the publicity value of
the project. The North /tlantic Festivol project having recently
peern ientioned in London when the Information Division contacted
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the¢ BEBC Television Scrvice, the latter stated that it would certainly
be prepared to sce that the programme was retransmitted over the
Eurovision nctwork (Unluud Kingdem, I'rance, CGcrmany, Italy and the
N2 tncrlands;. Thne BBC authoritics explained that a display such
28 tne dorth Atlantic Festival was exactly the type of feature they
were, seching for inclusion in the programmes to be shown on
Eurovision. ‘

It should be¢ peinted o.t thot the scope of all the above
considecrations is gencral and that they are thercfore apovlicable to
North Atlantic Festivals organized in towns other than Paris,
whether copitnl cities or not.

8. Organization - The "Nuits de 1'Arméc Frangaise' have been
successful preciscly vecouse the display has good show valuc and
this, in turn, is due tc the way in which it is handled.

Resnonsibility for the "Nuits de 1'Armée" is vested in
an Orgnnizing Committce consisting of:

- a qualifi.cd rcprcsentative cf the Ministry of
Nationnl Dcfence;

- the manager of the "V&lodrome d'Hiver";
- a competent producer;
- two reproescentatives of "Paris-Matceh'.

Thc snme meniboers have served on this Committee for four
yuﬂrq and have thorcforce ccquired considerable cxperience of this
ty‘opop dlSUlﬁy, and of the conditicns neceded for success., sShould
the Committee Gecide tc hold the North Atlantic Festival, it would
bec highly dcesirable to sct up immediately a special committee

compqtcnt to discuss the problums involved.

(Signed) GLOFFREY PARSONS Jr.
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Palais de Chaillot,
Poris, XVie,






