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N A T O  T O  M A R K  30TH A N N I V E R S A R Y  OF  " T H R E E  W I S E  M E N ' S  R E P O R T "

N A T O w i l l  h i g h l i g h t  the 30 th a n n i v e r s a r y  of .the T h r e e  
W i s e  M e n ' s  report, w h i c h  S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  L o r d  C a r r i n g t o n  says 
has m a r k e d  " v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  a s p e c t  of the A l l i a n c e ' s  w o r k i n g  p h i 
l o s o p h y  a n d  o p e r a t i o n s , "  d u r i n g  the N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  C o u n c i l ' s  
m i n i s t e r i a l  s e s s i o n  l l - 1 2 t h  December.

1 O f f i c i a l l y  n a m e d  the " R e p o r t  of the C o m m i t t e e  of T h r e e
on  N o n - M i l i t a r y  C o - o p e r a t i o n  in NA T O , "  it was p r e p a r e d  by I t a l y ' s  
G a e t a n o  M a r t i n o ,  N o r w a y ' s  H a l v a r d  L a n g e  a n d  C a n a d a’s L e s t e r  
P e a r s o n  a n d  a p p r o v e d  by the N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  C o u n c i l  on 13th 
D e c e m b e r  1956.

M a n y  f e a t u r e s  of N A T O  w h i c h  are t a k e n  for g r a n t e d  t o d a y  
r e s u l t  f r o m  the i n n o v a t i o n s  p r o p o s e d  by the T h r e e  W i s e  Men. 
I ndeed, L o r d  C a r r i n g t o n  m a i n t a i n s  th a t  " t h e r e  are few e v e n t s  in 
the life of the A l l i a n c e  w h i c h  h a v e  left so l a s t i n g  an i m p r i n t  on 
its p u r p o s e s  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  m e t h o d s " .  It is a r e s u l t  of the 
report, for i n s t ance, that:

- the S e c r e t a r y  G e n e r a l  p r e s i d e s  o v e r  m i n i s t e r i a l  
m e e t i n g s ;  ,

- t h e s e  m e e t i n g s ,  o n c e  a y e a r  in r o t a t i o n ,  ta k e  p l a c e  
in c a p i t a l s ;

- N A T O  has a P o l i t i c a l  C o m m i t t e e ,  an E c o n o m i c  
C o m m i t t e e ,  a S c i e n c e  a n d  F e l l o w s h i p  p r o g r a m m e ,  a n d  a 
N A T O  I n f o r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e  Y o u t h  O fficer.

P e r h a p s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  was the R e p o r t ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
f o r i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z i n g  the o b l i g a t i o n  for full and t i m e l y  
c o n s u l t a t i o n s .  In s u g g e s t i n g  this, the T h r e e  W i s e  M e n  a r g u e d  
that:

- " N A T O  m u s t  b e c o m e  m o r e  than a m i l i t a r y  A l l i a n c e " ,

- " S e c u r i t y  is t o d a y  far m o r e  t h a n  a m i l i t a r y  m a t t e r " ,

- "the i n t e r e s t s  of m e m b e r  s t a t e s  a r e  not c o n f i n e d  to 
the a r e a  c o v e r e d  by the T reaty".
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A  r e p r i n t  of the R e p o r t ,  as it o r i g i n a l l y  a p p e a r e d  in 
t h e  " N A T O  L e t t e r "  of 1st J a n u a r y  1957, has b e e n  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to 
t he m e d i a .  L o r d  C a r r i n g t o n ,  in his p r e f a c e ,  sees the p o l i t i c a l  
t h r u s t  of the 1956 R e p o r t  r e a f f i r m e d  by the 1967 H a r m e l  R e p o r t  
a n d  by the 1979 D u a l  T r a c k  D e c i s i o n :  N A T O ' s  " d u a l i s m "  - 
" c o l l e c t i v e  d e f e n c e  e f f o r t s  c o u p l e d  w i t h  a c o n t i n u e d  A l l i e d  
p o l i t i c a l  w i l l i n g n e s s  to n e g o t i a t e " .

. Further anniversary events include:

- T h e  B e l g i a n  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  Mr W i l f r i e d  M a r t e n s ,  w i l l  
c o m m e m m o r a t e  the w o r k  of the T h r e e  W i s e  M e n  in his 
d i n n e r  s p e e c h  on 11 D e c e m b e r ;  so w i l l  the S e c r e t a r y  
G e n e r a l ,  L o r d  C a r r i n g t o n ,  a n d  the I t a l i a n  F o r e i g n  
M i n i s t e r ,  G i u l i o  A n d r e o t t i ,  P r é s i d e n t  d 1H o n n e u r  of the 

. N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  C o u n c i l ^  d u r i n g  the O p e n i n g  S e s s i o n  ,of
t he C o u n c i l  on the same day; a

.
T h e  1956 R e p o r t  w i l l  be the s u b j e c t  of a d i s p l a y  in t h e  
p r e s s  a r e a  at N A T O  H e a d q u a r t e r s ;  ^

N A T O ' s  l a t e s t  film, "The T h i r d  D i m e n s i o n " ,  w i l l  be ' 
i n t r o d u c e d  to the p r e s s  in the J o s e p h  L u n s  P r e s s  T h e a t r e  
on 10 D e c e m b e r  at 10.45; a T V  c l i p  of the fi l m  w i l l  be 
p r o v i d e d  to E u r o v i s i o n .
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